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editorial 
notes 

It is a great tradition of UFO magazine 
publishing that sooner or later the lliitor ap­
ologises for the lateness of an issue. By an 
unfortunate coincidence our late issue is our 
tenth anniversary nUilber. '!he standu'd reason 
for such delays is 'pressure of other couitments' 
a tantalisingly vague excuse that conjures up ex­
travagant visions in those with a mind to. We 
have no desire to depart frOII this excellent 
historical tradition, so: 

"'!he lliitors of MUFOB apologise for the late 
appearance of the Spring 1978 issue, due to 
pressure of other cOIIIlintments." 

We hope to be b&ck to normal for our Autumn issue. 

As promised last tille our Jubilee number 
contains 20 psget5, but regretably we are not yet 
able to make this a regul&r feature. In order to 
absorb the extra costs entailed, we need to in­
crease our p&id circulation. We urge our present 
subscribers to persuade friends and coleaguee to 
subscribe as well. To encourage you to do this, 
we will extend your subscription free for one 
year for every four new subscribers you intro­
duce. You aay either send the subscription fee 
on their behalf, or ensure they mention you name 
and address when they contact us directly. 

With a steady growth in circulation we can 
extend the size and scope of MUFOB and ensure its 
reputation as a leading progressive voice in 
utology. 

'Ihi• ieeue of MU70B is also beiDg sent out, 
tree of charge, to thoee people who have allowed 
their eubscriptiou to lapee over the p&St y-.r 
or eo. We flatter oureelvet5 that in aoet cases 
this is due to forgetfulness rather than a 
sudden dislike of our contents. If you are one 
of our ex-subscribers, an 'X' will appear in the 
equare below, and we would like to offer you the 
opportunity of re-starting your subscription at 
the current rate, as froa our next issue. We 
have aany interesting features planned for our 
forthcoming issues which we are sure you will 
not want to aiss. 

D 
Our subecrition rate is t5till only £1.25 
(jJ.OO US, inc. air aail) . For details 
of how to subscribe see inforaation p&nel 
oppoeite. 
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A STRUCTURED APPROACH 

TO THE ANALYSIS DF NDN 

PHYSICAL UFD EVIDENCE 

Donald A Johnson 

Over the years, MnY students of the UFO 
phenoaenon have come to realise that the t5olution 
to the UFO enigaa is probably not going to fall 
into their lape in the form ofthat 10118 awaited, 
indisputable piece of physical evidence. Any 
atteapted explanation of the phenomenon based on 
the current supply of phyt5ical evidence would be 
deeaed by aoet ae wholly inadequate. In fact this 
lack of indisputable hard evidence hat5 led ll&nY 
to speculate that the phenomenon uy not have a 
physical diaension at all. Be that as it uy, the 
stress put on the iaportance of physical evidence 
is undeniable. (1) Perhaps this eaphaeis aay yet 
prove justifiable. However, it is also equally 
true that we have until very recently largely 
overlooked the poesibility of gainin& auch 
insight into the problea through the eyt5teaatic 
atmy of our aoet abundant fora of data, the non­
physical or 'soft' evidence. 

'Dlis article is an a tteapt to provide a 
realistic and orderly approach to the problea of 
the analysis of 'soft' UFO evidence by inter­
disciplinary study. Specifically, these recoaa­
endations are relevant to individuals involved in 
or interested in the study areas of psychology, 
history, statistics, sociolO!J, anthropology and 
folklore. By 'a oft' evidence we are referring to 
the psychological and sociological process in­
volved in the experiencing of a UFO event, the 
generation of this experience into a report, the 
generalization and categorization or reports into 
a Jben011enon, and the aythifica tion of this 
phenomenon or a coabination of phenoaena into a 
folklore. 

It there are still any readers left at this 
point s011e clarification for their benefit will be 
attempted. We are definill8 the overall phenoaenon 
as an ongoing process, and we are structuring it 
into four levels, of increasing abstraction, tor 
the purposes of study. Basically the four levels 
of analysis visualised in this approach arec 

1 - the witness 
2 - the report 
3 - the phenomenon 
4 - the myth 

In this model each level of the phenomenon 
poses se:pLrate and unique questions. By 

approaching the eddence through this structure 
the special talents of the scientific disciplines 
mentioned above (as well as others, the list is 
in no way meant to be exclusive) can be brought 
to bear in an effective aanner. 

'Dle psychologist, for exaaple, is interested 
priaarily in the wi tnees, his psychological 
profile, hie perceptual abilities, hie pereooality. 
His training allows hia to jmge properly the 
relationship between a hJpnopoapic hallucination 
and certain cate«oriee of cloee encounter UJ'O 
events. 'Dle sociologist on the cller hand would 
aore likely direct his energy to the report level 
of the evidence. He wonld be interested in the 
societal factors that aotivate an iMividual to 
report his experience and in explaining the dynaa­
ics that perait bias to creep into an account. 
'Dle statistician and hiatorian are properly at 
hoae on the phenoaanon level, both akilled in 
docuaentin« factors reeponaible tor such tbiDp 
as UJ'O waves. 11na.l.ly, the social anthropologist 
and the folklorist are interested in the dynaaice 
of ayth building, the syaboliea eYolted, the 
techniques for the traneaieeion of ayth, and the 
cultural needs that are aet or tultilled by the 
uro ayth. 

It should be noted that each discipline 
overlaps the structilral. levels to a sr-ter or 
lesser degree, and none has exclwsive d�in over 
any one level. In any interdisciplinary study the 
objective is not to :pLrcel out shares along linea 
of authority but rather to share knowledge and 
assist in the group's understa.ndin« t.hrou«h the 
contribution of a different perspective. 

.lb! !1!:!!!.!.!· Let ua exallline the current 
state of the phenoaenon using the outline of the 
analytical aodel. We first approach the entire 
process fr011 the level of the witness. On this 
level we are no so much concerned with what is 
described as � is describing it. In thOa8 
situations where there is no logical explanation 
for the sighting, where we do in fact have a UFO 
and there is no physical trace, the persoo aa.king 
the report must become the object of the investig­
ation. (2) As our only tangible fora of evidence 
the witness is extreaely important. Ideally, we 
would like ��e full gamut of information on each 
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individual witness: his history of aental health, 
his status in the coaaunity, educational level, 
perceptual abilities, his psychological profile 
drawn !r011 a series of interviews and a battery 
of psychological teats. 

In Yery few cases has all this information 
been obtained. Usually as the level of strangeness 
of a report increases the iaportance of this 
in!oraa tion increases proportion& tely. 'lbere!ore, 
it is not unusual that in the instances whwre this 
in!oraation haa been gathered, it is !or the 
hi«h level cloee encounters - cases such as Betty 
and Barney Hill, Stella l&naing, or Parker and 
Hickson. However, !or the majority o! cases this 
extenshe intonation on the witnesses is absent. 
'lbere are soae very good reasons !or this. Moat 
of it is very difficult and tbe-conauaing 
•terial to obtain. Jl'urtheraore, there are ethical 
queationa involved in coapiling and releasing this 
intonation, and aerioua legal questions raised 
with the advent of new privacy laws in the USA. 

'Ibis in!oraation does have value beyond 
deteraining whether a witness la a liar or a fool 
and there are aoae yery real issuu that could be 
resolved with it. Por instance, la there a 'selec­
tion effect' !or UFO wi tDeeses? � do soae people 
go through their entire lives without seeing 
&a.Tthing whilet others han several tJII'O experi­
eocee? Should the repea tan be disqualified or 
believed? Ia there a correlation between demonat­
rated • psy' a bill ty and UJ'O experiences? Ia there 
a correlation between ai.ld caees of adaptive 
schisophrenia and UJ'O experiences? Are percipients 
of UJ'O events prone to ballucina ticaa? 

Many of tbeee questions are speculated upon 
without any real nidcce. 'lbe article Puchiat.n 

Y! !!IQ � br Grinapooa and Persq (J) is a 
good exaaple of an atteapt to relate psychological 
phenoaena to UJ'Oe without citing a single actual 
exaaple !rea a UJ'O caee! 

As an exaaple of research that would be 
useful inthia area, BentOD Jaaiaoo presented one 
research propoeal at the 1976 CUFOO conference 
(4) which would teat whether or not there exiats 
af«nificant sociological and psychological 
differences bet.een a aaaple o! people who have 
had a UJ'O experience and a aaaple of those who 
han not. In his propoeal be recomaenda including 
aeaaures ot hJpnotic suggestibility and beliefs 
about psychic ability in the witness testing. 

Rea-.rch in this area ahould be supported and 
encouraged both because of the bportance of the 
questions raised and because the research could 
be«in today, which is not true of studies which 
need 1Jb1aical data, which auat wait !or the 
e•idence to coae to th•. 

.Jl!!. !!El· 'lbe next lenl of the aodel is 
the report. Reports are what our perception ot the 
eoi«aa at the phenoaenon lnel are exclusively 
bued eo. It is therefore very iJiportant that we 
understand the dynaaics of reporting and the 
reliability of our eYidence before we begin to 
aake any cooclusiOilB eo the nature o! UJ'Oa . 

Baaicall.y the reporting process involves the 
following societal filtering effects: an individ­
ual or a group of individuals aust conceptualise 

an event as unusual enough to make note of it, 
must be motivated enough to report it, and must 
have enough status and credibility to have the 
report accepted. 

Because we Imow th re is a very definite 
selection effect involved in the reporting of a 
UFO event, a prime object of research in this area. 
should be to obtain as close to a random sample 
of actual incidents as possible. Even obtaining 
the services of a professional opinion survery 
firm and going 'tack to the subject pool to collect 
a new independent sample of witnesses would not 
be carrying this effort too far. We could then 
compare the characteristics of such a sample to 
the population of reports we have on file to de­
tenine what some of the 'laws • of reporting this 
phenomenon are, and how l:adly biased our current 
sample of reports is. 

For a further discussion on the nature of 
these societal !il tering effects and how they 
affect the reporting of UFOs , I refer the reader 
to an excellent treatment o! the subject by Dr 
Ron Westrwa, in hie article Knowing !B2!!! �. 
carried in two parte in MtJii'OB new series 5 and 6. 
(5) 

lbe Phenomenon As used herein, the phrase 
• the ij;Q phenomenon' is defined as the product of 
the ea tegoriza tion of reports of extraordi.na:ey 
events which share as their co-on attribute the 
obsenation of unusual aerial objects. 'lbe word 
• phen011.enon' is therefore not synonyaous wi tb 
'event' or 'occurence' as it would be in its 
strict dictionary definition. It iaplies rather a 
coapilatioo of events, and is hence an abetraction 
and not an event. 

'ftle Batelle Meaorial Institute study that 
becaae Project Bluebook Special Report 14 estab­
lished statistically that the population o! true 
'unknowns', ie. unidentified reports, is signif­
icantly different in attributes !roa reports that 
can be attributed to misidentifications. (6) 
lbia aakes it very unlikely that the tJII'O phenom­
enon can be attributed to any currently known 
natural :Ptenomenon 'if we just try harder'. It 
also aeana that we do, in fact, have a real and 
n\lt just an imaginary problea on our hands. We 
should exaaine this problea both in terms of what 
we currently know about it and where we can go 
with that knowledge. 

Perhaps our aost bportant asset in this 
study is our ability to discern pltterns within 
the UFO phenomenon. 'lb1a is true because the 
presence of _.rns rea!t'iru our or!«inal 
hJpothesia that a certain set of events should be 
classed together. When we look at the phenomenon, 
we find soae yery strong pltterns which m!«ht be 
categorized in the following ll&nller: 

1 - plttems in descriptions 
2 - pattema in behaviour J - teaporal patterns 
4 - spatial pat terns 

'lbere exists, for instance, ebilarities in 
the descriptions of objects including size, shape 
colour, number of li«hts, etc., and in descrip­
tions of hUJt&noids associated with those objects. 
One very obvious area 1br further research would 

be to continue the work started by the Batelle 
study to determine how their patterns eo-vary with 
one another and. how they correlate with patterns 
obeerved in occupant or object behaviour. An eX&Jil­
ple of such a study is that provided by Fred 
Merritt. (7) By studying similarities in descrip­
tions of 'landing' marks, and reports of the 
objects and occupants associated with these events 
he was able to cluster landing reports into five 
groups or • ea tenas •, one !rOUP of which he was 
able to eliminate as indicative of a 'tall ll«ht­
ning or similar atmospheric effect. 

We also Imow that UFO reports occur with 
marked variance in frequency over time and that 
reports are not evenly distributed geographically. 
Ballester Olmos has found from statistical data 
that close encounters tend to manifest theuelves 
in sparsely populated areas, whereas lights-in­
the-sky reports have a random spatial distribution 
that is directly correlated with population. (8) 

David Saunders has determined that the five 
year cycle waves (1947, 19.52, 1957, 1967 and 1972) 
are characterised b,y negatively skewed distribut­
ions. (9) That is, they are waves that build 
slowly to a crescendo and taper off quickly, 
rather than waves that seem to be spuked by a 
few well publicised cases which peak early and 
taper off as interest dies. Saunders (10), and 
And.erson (11) have linJced the teaporal aspects of 
tJ11'0 events with their spatial occurence, By 
following deYelopaent ot the aajor fiYe year wayes 
they separately traced the aovement of reports 
outward and predoainantly eastward !roa theoret­
ical longitudinal starting points. Further 
research in this area aay result in alaost total 
predictability of when and where a aajor uro wa•e 
may occur. 

Pinally, Saunders has also adY&nced the 
scientific case !or orthoteny, or the heavy 
frequency of occurence of UPOa reports along 
certain great circle linea around the globe. (12) 
lihlle the aeaning of these • orthotenic' lines 
appears to be beyond our present coaprehension, 
their existence has nonetheless been validated. 

Historians can be a valuable asset to this 
level of research by docuaenting the historical 
events that correspond and contribute to the 
presence of UJ'O reports over tiae. lbe • awaap gas • 

fervour of 1966 is one obdoua exaaple. Tiae 
series analysis such as that done by Saunders 
could then be linked to an historical analysis of 
the cycles o! pJ.blic interest. 'lbe integration of 
these two !ona of analysis could offer new 
ins!«hts. 

lbe .Htlb. Finally we c011e to the analysis of 
the 111Yth associated with UFOs. 'Ibis subject is 
purpoely treated last because the processes 
involved in the dyn&���ica of ayth developaent seu 
to draw upon all levels of the phenoaenon for 
material. Just dealing with the term '��7th' is a 
proble11 in itself. On the one hand the word 
carries definite connotations of storybook ia&ges 
of things that 'really can't exist • 1 and it is 
often employed in the sense of 'fiction • or 
'untrue'. On the other hand, myth has also come 
to mean something quite different to anthro­
pologists, folklorists and students of comparative 
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religion. Myth in this sense is a dyr.amic process 
that explains reality, or more exactly, how reality 
came to be. (lJ) It is this functior. of myth 
that sets apart from common folklore. As such it 
supplies models for human behaviour and gives 
meaning and value to life. 

Translating this understanding of myth to the 
to the UFO enigma we find a aechanisa to explain 
the phenoaenological reality of UFOs . Throughout 
the world we can find III&Jl1 eX&IIples of 'living' 
myths. Myths are alive in the sense that they are 
believed and used as eX&IIplea to explain our d&y 
to day world. In our own culture science and 
technology have largely supplanted myth as the 
mechanism for explaining reality. The case of UFOs 
is one notable exaption. 

'lbe need to know is a universal huaan trait. 
Soae social scientists describe it as the need for 
'cloeure', that is, a need !or predictability in 
an uncertain universe. When a strong lll&ll su:idenly 
sickens and dies for no apparent reason, soae 
reason needs to be created. In a priaUiYe culture 
his death could be attributed to witchcraft. In 
our own cu1 ture we would ascribe it to virus, 
or Wl8een micro-organieas, such as • LegioDD&ire • a 
Disease • • lbe UPO is indeed a 11 ving ayth in our 
own 111th-less culture because, in the absence ot 
an adequate scientific explanatioo of UFOB, a)"th 
is called upon to supply the answer. 

What exactly is the 'two ayth', then? 'lbat'a 
not an eaay question. We know that myth is a 
product of eapirically observed facta, beliefs, 
and soae very strong hUII&Il eaotiooa. AB auch it 
represents a fairly awsoae aubjecta 

It seeas to be illpoasible to guage the power 
ocl what Jung called the • modem myth • of 
tJII'Oe, a ayth generated by our poet-WU 
encounter with a real phenoaenon (aade no 
less real by its failure to be uniYeraally 
recognised as such), sustained not only by 
years of ruaor, denial, newspaper, radio and 
TV accounts, but by an unending streaa of 
mostly unpublished UFO incidents, and charpd 
psychically by virtue or its connection w1 th 
almost uniYersa.Uy held aspiratiODB and tears. 
I! this myth does have the power to create 
thousands or even tens of thOUS&Dds of 
spurious UFO s!«htings on the pu-t of people 
who show no apparent signs of aalt'unction or 
derangeaent, then soae way aust be found to 
explore the aechanism by which these sightings 
are generated on the one hand , and on the 
other to separate thea !roa sightings of 
physically real objects. (14) 

Anthropologists and folklorists have long 
been aware that the deciphering of ayths is always 
a sticky business S011e of the dynaraics of 1111th 
are thought to be fairly well understood, aostly 
dealing with the techniques of ayth transaiasian 
(through psychological studies of telling and 
retelling stories, through anthropological 
studies of cultures with active oral traditions, 
and through sociological studies of aodern aedia) 
lbe importance of sYJibolism in myth to account 
for human needs is also recognised (through 
psychoanalytic analysis of classical mythology). 
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I think it would be fair to say that moat 

people ascribe soae fora of alien visitation to 
the UFO J17th, be it extraterrestrial or otherwise 
Visitation by s}acecratt is not the on]J aspect 
or 11eseage of the 1111th, however. 

John Biaaer was the first to recognise the 
importance of the UFO ae an anti-scientific 
syabol. (15) As such the UFO represents the 
forces of .a«ic in a teehnologieal]J d011ina ted. 
(and one aight add teehnologieally despoiled) 
aodem world. 'l'he attractiveness of this syabol­
ism should not be undereatiaated. Several millen­
ari.ut mOYeaents have al.read,y developed around 
UFOe as &«ents of ·aalY&tion. (16) 'l'his 
subconscious &Jllbolis• may also explain why the 
leadership of the scientific establishlllent is eo 
threatened by the UP'O question and have, right to 
the present, refused to eX&IIine the issue ration­
ally and dia}:&SBion&tely. 

We know that the ayth enc011passing UJI'Oe is 
persistent. It has endured in more or lees the 
eaae fora for over )0 years. It u.y- well have 
persisted in altered fora for thousands of ysars 
before that. 'l'his raises the question ae to whether 
the 'real' lilenoaenon behind the ayth is the 
causal factor for that persistence, or whether the 
reality of the ayth is so powerful and the 
syaboliea evoked so very iaportant that the 
success and pemanence of the UFO story is gua­
ranteed through tiae with little change. 

In Pusport !2, I!MODia Jacques Vallee ll&kes 
the connection between aodem day UJ'Oe and aed­
ieval aythe. (17) He l:aees this connection on: 

1 - sillilari ties between the appearances of 
UFO occu]ants and the descriptions of 
elves and 8110.88. 

2 - eillilaritiee in the abeum, ludicrous 
behaviour of UJI'Oe and UP'O occupants and 
the antics and pran.ka of fairies. 

) - the religious and aystical aotivati0118 
behind appari tlon.e and percipient 
experiences. 

4 - the evoluticmar;r process of the obeer­
n.tion of objects froa ainhipe to 
dirigibles to ghoet rockets to flying 
saucers. 

� of the siailaritiee be prOYides between 
the UFO phenoaenOD and the fairy lilenoaenon do 
appear to be aore than coincidental. Vallee atatee 
tbat he was :forced to aake a J8D.Uel between UP'O 
reports and the •in th•es of fairy-lore bec&uae 
soae details in in UP'O reports were eiaply un­
belienble unlesa taken in context with accounts 
ot encounters with :fairies. ( 18) 1'h1a raises a 
:tn aore qu•tion.e. What share of these siailar-
i ties between tJli'Oe and other aythe should be 
attribtated to hUIIaD factors? And how strange and 
diversent can these accounts get before we are 

forced to discard the hypothesis that they are 
caused by a real external lilenoaenon? 

One of the areas where the greatest contrib­
ution by folklorists can be aade is in docuaenting 
and relating to the UP'O problea the differences 
in the developaent of ayth that is the product of 
fiction, and ayth that evolves froa real events 
and becoaes iallled with JQ'Stical syabols. We 

might speculate that real events, translated into 
myth, would have a 111ore limited range of strange­
ness than 'true' stories that are the products of 
hoaxes or actual works of fiction (although even 
these are limited to a cultural frame of reference) 
'lbe 1896-97 data reveals that the most reliable: 
reports were of objects similar to objects seen 
today. (19) Hoaxas are the most elaborate in 
their descriptions of the airehipe, putting all 
the 'bells and whistles' imaginable on the object. 

We have one last important question to 
consider.under this topic. Does the phenomenon 
itself draw upon the myth for material'? 'nlere 
seems to be some evidence that some of the 
illlportant J& tterns of UFO events have occurred 
consequent to their popularisation in fictional 
accounts. 'lbe first association of UFOe with power 
blackouts occurs in a novel entitled Twilight 1!:£ 
written 1n 19)), and the first reference to UFO 
effects on a car's 18Dition system was also made 
in a novel published in 1950, well before the 
first 11ajor wave of ear stopJ:&ge reports in the 
French wave of 1954. (20) Whether these fictional 
accounts are coincidental or whether they were 
eyen incorporated. in the UFO myth before real 
events occured is a •tter for debate. If the 
lilenoaenon does in :tact draw upon the myth - our 
perceptions and cultural representation of that 
lilenoaenoa - then it either raises strong doubts 
about the physical external nature of the phenoa­
enon, _2£, it brings us into the unattractive 
research position that the subject of our stooy 
responds to or even antici}ates our observations' 
'!he crux of the problea is siccinct]J stated in a 
reference by lf1nek froa one of Peter Usinov 's 
plays: "You mean they know we know that they know 
we know?" (21) 

Conclusion '!his article prOYides a 
conceptual fr&Jlework for the analysis of UFO 
evidence t!w.t hopefully will foeter further inter­
disciplinary interest in research on the UJ'O 
question. It is hoped that the tww research 
propoeals suggested as eX&IIlples within will sl8Xk 
interest and generate other proposals frOIIl 
informed pu-ties, so that when the eventual day 
c0111es that scientists are able to sit down and 
address the UFO problem with a respectable 
operating luiget, a good outline exists for a 
plan of attack. 
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TEN YEARS ON 
THE EDITORS LOOK BACK, 
ON A DECADE OF UFOLOGY 

ROGER SANDELL 
MUFOB's tenth anniversary also roughly 

coincides with the tenth anniversary of my own 
interest in the subject, sparkerl off by the Brit­
ish wave of 1967. At the time I was a member of 
the "nuts and bolts" school looking for extra­
terrestrial hardware, and automatically consigning 
contactees, MIBs and si111ilar reports to the waste 
p!.per bin. I first realised the inadequacy of this 
approach when I began to research the Welsh UFO 
cases of the year 1905. To my perplexity I dis­
covered reports that the "nuts and bolts" ideas 
seemed to ll&ke little sense of: UFOs in conjunct­
ion with ghost stories and religious visions, 
manifestations apparently visisble to some people 
b.tt not others, and even (most distressing of all 
to ae) an MIB report. Some rethinking seemed to 
be in order . • •  

That this rethinking seems to have taken 
place among quite a large number of utologists 
may be the major achievement of the years 1968-
1978. 'lbe complete failure of the s:xace programmes 
to detect any sign of intelligent activity on our 
neighbours in space has made theoriBS of Martians 
or Venusians so unlikely that it is hard to 
reaember how totally such ideas once dominated 
the UFO scene. 'lbe results have been twofold; 
on one hand some ufologists have retreated into 
irrationalism and see the UFO as a malignant, 
supernatural, anti-hUIII&D force. 'lbe UFO has in 
some quartBrs been explicitily eo-opted in the 
revival of demonology and apocalyptic fantasies. 
(Like much in Ufology these ideas are reminiscent 
of earlier science-fiction.) 

Other ufologists have attempted to place the 
phenomenon in the context of religious visions, 
ghostly experiences, and si.Jnilar wents which have 
been very real to many people, even though their 
intrinsic nature makes them almost totally 
resistant to scientific investigation. Among the 
ufologists thinking in this w ay there seems to be 

a majot cleavage between those who see all these 
as manifestations of some mysterious intelligence 
external to humanity which has appeared in 
different guises at different times; and those who 
see the phenomenon as a product of the human mind 
itself. 

Even among those who, like the present 
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writer, belong to the second group, there is much 
scope for disagreement and uncertainty as to how 
this happens. Are we dealing with a state of mind 
in which visions can not only be experienced, b.tt 
:pLranormally impressed on other minds, and perhape 
even affect physical reality? Or are we simply 
dealing with more mundane products of the hUIII&Il 
mind, such as dre&IIIS , rumours and hoaxes ? Certainly 
it is salutary to reflect on the number of eases 
which the past decade has shown to be hoaxes after 
they had received the full backing of eminent 
ufologists. 

What of the next decade? It is often point­
less to attempt detailed predictions (who fifteen 
years ago would have predicted the revival in the 
last decade of astrology, gurus, exorcism and the 
whole p:Lraphernalia of irrationalsm?) b.tt unless 
there is some striking event which will cause a 
major rethink (such as the discovery of intelligent 
s�ls from the stars, or a fossilised TV set) I 
see the apocalyptic/occultist strains becoming aore 
dominant in ufology. Perhaps as in Arthur C Clarke 
Rendezvous with Rama w� shall actually see a church 
of Jesus ChriSt co;;onaut • • •  

PETER ROGERSON 
In 1968 UFO research was still conceived of 

in largely mechanistic ter111s, and some form of E'lli 
was the order of the day. Ten years on, than.k8 to 
changing attitudes towards technology, the demyst­
ifying im}act of sp:Lce flights, and the growing 
realisation of just how complex the UFO syndroae 
is, has changed the situation drastically. 

'!he changes have not always been to our 
liking; the swapping of an uncri tieal belief in 
space-people for an equally uncritical belief in 
'elementals' and other alleged supernatural beings 
is not to be encouraged. 

While in 1968 UFO research in Britain seemed 
to be divided between a university-trained elite 
and a rabble of querulous cranks, there has been 
a narrowing towards a mediocre centre. Whilst the 
loss of the small cliques of self-seeking eager 
believers and 'occultists' is to be welcomed, the 
drifting away of the CUGIUFO generation is still 
keenly felt. 

Fashions change in UF'Ology. In 1968 UFO 
detectors were all the rage. Now the 'scientific 
ufologists' seem to go in more for chemistry 
sets, map reading and geiger counters. 

A measure of the 'New Ufology's progress is 
that it can be used as a basis for articles in the 
Royal Anthropological Society Newsletter. Even 
Scott Rogo's questionable �Universe can get 
a rave review in the SPR Journal from such an 
establishment figure as John Beloff. 

By now I think we have accumulated enough 
ufological data to be able to make the first 
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tentative steps towards defining the UFO exper­
ience: 

e We have accuaulating evidence that a good 
proportion of high strangeness UFO experiences 
occur in various altered states of conscious­
ness, 

e '!bat aoae encounter experiences, at leas•, 
are not objective, in the usual sense of the 
tera, 

e that the cases most attractive to 'classical' 
utologiata, which seea to be objective, are 
the aost vulnerable to criticism fro. Klass, 
Sharp, et al. , 

e that the collecth'i ty of the UFO record foraa 
a aodem folklore which conati tutea the blse 
for a 'conteaporary JBYthologJ', 

e that analysis of UFO stories in teru of 
aythological 8nd peychological systems is 
likely to be fruitful, 

e that there is no persuasive evidence that 
non-huaan intelligences are intervening in 
our lives. 
This percipient-oriented approach to ufolQgy 

haa aade the subject, in theory, subject to exper­
imental test. Ve should be discwsaiag the type of 
criteria which need to be tulfilled for an 
acceptable experimental duplication of a UFO ex­
perience, aDd the ethical issues involved. 'lhe 
stateaenta aade a'bon should be teetable. For the 
B'l'H to be re-eatabli.ehed aa a aajor hfpotheeie, 
it will now have to be defined in testable teras, 
or eoae �unimpeachable evidence to be 
produced. {ror exaaple, an unaabiguous piece of 
1'1' t.zdware, or two or aore. eiaultaneoua aoviee 
of a CE-III taken under public conditions, in 
circuutancee totally ruling out fraoo .) 

At the 8&1le tiae, those who feel that there 
1e evidence of a genuinely new �eical phenoa­
enCIIl generating UP'O experiences should be 
encouraged to define their procedures. '!hey aight 
begin to accept that hoae-aade gadgetry in aoet 
unlikely to be of auch w.lue in dealing with such 
a preeuubly coaplex phenoaenon. 

'lbere are other areas where procedures and 
ethlca need to be closely exaained. I for one 
view with a ore than a 11 tUe concern the growing 
uee of 'b7Plotic resreeeiCIIl1 .. an investigative 
tool when uaed b7 non aedlcal pereOIUlel. Beading 
the UJ'O lltemture one geta the iapreeslon that 
� of the people involved view hJploeis as a 
k1Dd of 'aa«ic', aDd a read to an iapereCIIl&l, o� 
jecth'e tmth. '1b1a le an attitude not shared b7 
Benjaain SiaCIIl and aany peycblatriata. It ie vert 
difficult to reprd aany of the hyJDotic regreeeion 
h'oa Bridle Murph;f onwards, at face Yalue. '!he 
clalu of alleged reincarnation are :pLrtlcularly 
dubious. In the faaoaa Blo:xhaa 'nlpee aucb play la 
aad.e of tbe fact that one of the regreeeeee ueed 
18th centur7 -.ritiae phrases, yet none of the 
other eubjecta, Ja«ftBeed to the 12th centurr, or 
R011an York, spoke aD7thing bat 20th centurr 
etanda1'd Bagli.eh. In any case, it seeaa that s011e 
of the investigators have ueed people who have 
undergone fairly trauutic experiences aa soae 
kind of experlaental 'objects' r a . .rl attitooe which 
1e dletaatetul, to say the least. Perhaps uro 

researchers need training in peychia tric social 
work. 

Other areas of future research include a much 
more comprehensive study of the historical ante­
cedents. In the J&l!lt these have tended to be 
confined to cataloguing unusual incidents. 'Ibis 
is clearly insufficient, and a auch broader 
historical stooy will be needed. Eventa such as 
the airship flaps of 1897, 1909 and 1913 cannot 
be studied in isolation from their general 
historical and cultural context. Is it coincidence 
that areas of high airship reportage in 1897 were 
aleo areas of popalist agitation? What was the 
exact relationship between the British airship 
pmics and general war hysteria? How did many of 
the ideas now current in ufology &riser what p&rt 
did sr of the 20's and 30's play in the develop­
ment of UFO ideology? How did the occultist and 
spiritualist fantasies of the late 19th century 
influence science fiction? 

By such a study we should ala to discover if 
there is any 'noru.l' aechaniaa by which 
traditional folkloric and religious images become 
integrated into the UPO experience. If not, then 
we 111&1 still have clues to 'extra-normal' in­
fluences, such as Jung's acchtypes. 

ror all this future work a wide variety of 
apecialista will be required, and MUJ'OB will be 
only too pleased to provide thea with a platfora.­

J'or another ten years at least, we hope! 

JOHN RIMMER 
Charles Bowen hu a lot to &D8Wer for! 
It waa in 1968, during the great British 

flap that bepn the 7-.r, tlw. t I wrote to h1a 
aakiDg U he knn of &07 UJO groups in the 
Liverpool arw., 

Ra tber than directi.n« •• to the Mereeyeide 
UJ'O Research Group, wJ.re I woal.d prolably have 
eunk wl thout trace, be pve ae the naae aDd 
address of John Harner. Cautioaaly I wrote to 
� Hamey, and received an equally cqey reply 
arranging a aeeting 1n a Liverpool city centre 
'tar called 'la Brocbe'. This wae to be the first 
of coanUeae rep1ar aeetinp with John, aDd 
Alan Sharp who waa billed ae • Science ltii tor • 
of MOJOB, which at that tiae stood for 'Mereer­
eide uro Bulletin'. 

Our edi tor1al aeetinge were inerl tably 
held 1n eoae conveniently situated pab - lA 
Brocbe (now deaollsbed), the Spiral Staircaae, 
the Grapee {near the •cavern • club, full of rock 
groups, poetaen aDd Badio City DJ'a), the Court 
Houae {excellent Hi&aon • e alee aDd a wildly out 
of tune fiano) • Ve nenr actually got arouud to 
the r11iu« Saucer, a pab on a reaote aubarban 
estate. 

It wae the infomall.ty of theee aeetinp, 
aDd the fact that they led to the Jnblication 
of a UJ'O aapsine of an extreaely high quality 
that led ae to doubt the Yalue of the formalised 
UFO Group. I becaae suepicious of thoee who 
clailled that a aagazine could only be published 
by a bureaucracy-bound 'association'. Our 
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PART15 
683 12 May 1957 0300 hrs 

BEAUCOORT-SUR-ANCBE {SOMME, FRANCE) Pensioner 
Jo'.r Iaine and his wife saw an orange coloured glow 
the apparent size of the moon, 90. frOil the Decup­
ort house, in a pasture to the SW. Afte:r a few 
seconds the light went out. (Bonabot- Ouranoa p.57) 
684 late May 1957 o6oo hrs 

MILFORD {PENNSYLVANIA) Miss Frances Sticler, 
living on a far11 near Milford., was doing chores in 
a barn when she heard a whirring noise and eaw a 
bowl shaped object approaching over the 1:arn at 
4._511 alt. It was 6a diaa. with a ria appx. la 
wide. It hovered with one side tilted towards her 
so that she could see a II&Jl wearing a loose fitting 
suit and helmet, all light-grey. He was standing 
on the rill with feet and legs hidden by the lower 
part of the object. He was average size with deep 
set eyes and a quizzical expression on tanned face. 
As the witness recovered froa her shock the object 
left towards the SE with a spinning sound. {MJ02 -
Huaanoids 57- Coral Lorenzen + Moaley I, p.82-
Milford. Dismtch 19 Dec 57) 
685 June 1957 

VEUREY-VOROISE {ISEBE, FRANCE) '!be witnesses 
were driving from Montaud to Veurey when they saw, 
at a turn in the road, an enoraoua red disc lOa 
away. Little beings seeaed to walk round it and 
re-enter the craft, which took off with a verr 
looo noise, frightening the 1t tnesaes. Others aay 
have seen the phenomenon froa a distance. (Gaaard 
- LDLN 93 bia, 94 bis, p.8) 

686 June 1957 2230 bra 
WARRENSBURG {MISSOURI) Close encounter of the 

second kind. No details at present. {Hynel Ib u 
CE2, 20) 

687 5 June 19 57 Night 
URIMAN (BOLIVAR, VENEZUELA) Indiana saw a 

luminous object land. Little aen juaped out, who 
attacked the Indians when they approached {or 
possibly tried to capture them). One of the Indi­
ans was hit so hard that his arm was almost 
severed. When this man was taken into Uriman, the 
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matter was reported to the Captain of Police. '!be 
men were regarded as being remote from civilisat­
ion and having no knowledge of UFO lore. (Heiden­
Coelho p.l30+ (o Cruerio International 1 Dec 57-
Joao Martin�:: M395- Quincey) 
688 7 June 1957 (ap�.) 

URDANTA R&6ION {ANZOA 'lmU, VENEZUELA) At the 
la Caracara estate the administrator Hector Montes 
de Oca, Francisco Carasaca and others saw a huge 
uabrella shaped luainous disc descend to the earth 
accompanied by earth-treaors and a treaendous 
noise. As they approeched, the object shot up at 
great speed. Unusual ariel activity had been seen 
in the region. {l'SR ,l,5, p.5- Horacio Ganteanu) 

689 l4 June 1957 2300 hrs 
TRURO (CORNWALL, ENGLAND) Mr R F Andrews of 

Malabar Hd heard a swishing sound as his garden 
was 11 t up as if by a searchlight. A cigar-shaped 
object giving off sparks from the front and a 
bright glow from the tapering rear xassed rapidly 
overhead at 30111 alt., leaving a saoke trail. At 
about the S&llle ti.J&e the Drew brothers walking near 
Tregollis farm saw the object, which they estiaat­
ed to be 1.2- 1.5 • long at an alt. of 90• {J'SR 
,l,5, p.6 + DIGAP Piles) 
'DIIS COOLD HAVE B1i:N A BRILLIANT FIRE:BALL 

690 22 June 1957 
PIE (NEW YORK) Tlfo patrolmen saw a large 

object with two white and one red light plunge 
into Long Island Sound. {Sanderson II p.39- Port 
Chester {NY) ll!!l 22 Jun 57) 

691 8 July 1957 
MAPIRE {AHZOATJ!X;UL, VENEZUEI...A) Many people 

saw a fireball with a red tail fall into the 
Orinoco River. Soae rushed to the bulk, hlt 
nothing was found. (Lor III, p.51) 

692 30 July 1957 
GALT {ONTARIO, CANADA) Jack Stephenson wae 

walking in the countryside outside Galt when he 
aaw a bright flash in the sky. A circular object 
with stationary dome and fast revolving outer ria 
lOll diu., 4.Ja. high, hovered then descended into 
a lush-encircled gully. Terrified, he bid until 
it had taken off again, aak1ng the saae hlzzing 
noise as when it had landed. In the gully be found 
charred ground, broken twigs and branches, and 
illprints like huge footprints, in a circle 6a in 
diu. '!be aarks were still there when he returned 
with reporter Roy J'rances. 'lhe 'footprints • were 
45ca long. {l'SR !!,1, p.8- Earl C Shelley a: Bray 
p.l63- Haailton Spectator 3 Aug 57 a: Fhlllipe 
p.20 {116)- CUFOS- A tic a M397- Round Up p.l88) 

193 Early August 1957 
OSHINA (JAPAN) '!be crew of a US mllit&rt heli­

copter saw a circular object rising froa the slopes 
of r.t Mihara. (UFO News Report B-10) 
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694 Early August 1957 

OSHINA (JAPAN) Shortly before landing at 
Oshilna. airport two passengers on a !Uppon Airlines 
'Dove' plane saw a silver, round object at ground 
level on the slopes of rt.t l'.ihara. (UFO News Report 
B-10) 

r;95 5 August 1957 1000 hrs 
TOLAR GRANDE (SALTA, ARGENTINA) For six hours 

various strange machines shaped like spinning tops 
were seen performing manoevres in the sky above 
La.s Salina de Arizaro salt ��arshes near Taipe. 1h 
They flew at various ·a peeds and he�hts, perform­
ing acrobatics and leaving trails of white smoke. 
They were seen b,y a team of employees of the 
Public H�hways Adainistration, and b,y a gendarm­
erie patrol which obtained photographs of the 
objects. On several occasions the objects perfor­
med sweeps at ground level. (FSRCH 17.:-

696 14 August 1957 2230 hrs 
PRESTON (ON�RIO , CANADA) Collen Keller (16) 

and Diane Kloepher (15) were walking along Church 
Street, when at the Bank of Montreal intersection 
Colleen's attention was caught b,y a br�ht light 
apJllrently hovering over the bank . Moments later 
Diane also saw the circular object giving off a 
brilliant white l�ht which hurt their eyes. The 
object came overhead at 30. alt., darted •ay and 
returned. It had a dark centre and seemed surroun­
ded b,y flames which had died away as the object 
aoved away froa thea. It seeaed to follow Colleen 
after the girls separated, and when she arrived 
hoae her eyes were bloodshot and watery. (Canadian 
UFO Report !.,4,p.8- Galt Evening Reporter, 15 Aug 
57 " DIGAP fllee - Major E G Shelly u APRO Bulletin 
March 19.58, p. 7) 

697 20 August 1957 
QUD.IIO (COROOBA, ARGE2JTDA) A lone sentry 

was guarding an aircraft which had aade a forced 
landing, while hie two coai&nions went for supplies 
He heard a huaaing noise, looked out of his tent, 
saw nothing so re-entered, heard the hull again and 
eaerged �in. This tiae he saw a disc at 90m alt. 
It descended to a few aetres above ground . Grass 
and plants undemMth it were agitated wildly. 
When the terrUied aan tried to draw his revolver 
it seeaed stuck in his holster, and a clear 'soft 
voice' spoke to h1a froa the JU.chine. It claiaed 
that the discs were interplanetary ships with 
their lase in Salta, whose occui&nts were fearful 
of aan 's misuse of a toaic energy, and they would 
establish contact shortly. Then as the bushes blew 
too and fro the craft rose 40-5Qm before moving 
off to the north. (FSR ll,4,p. 30 - Dia.rio de Cordoba 
22 Aug 57 s: Huaanoids p.Y6 u Keel IIb, 197 ::� 
698 20 August 1957 1030 hrs 

HOHAI (VDfEZUEU) lAnding report, no details 
at present. (Petrowisch) 

699 22 August 1957 1540 hrs 
CEX:n. NAVAL AIR STATION (FWBIDA) A black beD. 

shaped object bearing two br�ht white l�hts at 
the top and lja di.&lll. was chased b,y a civilian in 

a car until his engine stalled. The object was 
then hovering 3m away. Its underside resembled a 
disc with fins. When a jet took off from the air­
field the object went out of sight almost instant­
aneeusly. The car's battery was found completely 
dead· There was no helicopter in the area, although 
the witness compared to object's noise to that of 
a helicopter. (M399- Atic) 

700 24 August 1957 Ni�ht 
AHU PASSAGE (NEW GUINEA) The crew of the 

trawler� proceeding through the Ahu Passage 
near Nin�o Island in the Bismark Archipe�o off 
New Guinea saw a large yellow star-like object 
which turned red, green, then crimson. It hovered 
for about 20 mina, turned l:ack to green then 
appeared to enter the sea (Sanderson II p. 39 -

,FSR i,4,p.7- §.2!!!h � �� 25 August 1957) 
701 28 August 1957 0300 hrs 

NAZARE (ESTREMADURA, POR'IUGAL) Carlos Rochaa 
(19) and a Swedish girl were spending the n�ht on 
the beach when they saw an object which manoevered 
low over the shore. It came down to about 5m over 
the ground, lOOm away, showing a circular shape 
with a small tower and a curved window, through 
which a yellowish l�ht was seen. At one point it 
shot a green/yellow beaa towards the ground, and 
descended to 211. Stones and plants were aissing 
over an area of 4 eq a. (B23 - first hand) 

702 31 August 1957 
EAST nfERMOPOLIS (WYOMING)An object was seen 

at low alt. Witness(es) Mathews. No details at 
present. ('nLble of American Landings) 

703 Septeaber 1957 
CAMPINAS (BRASIL) A aa.n s'IJidenly fell as if 

I&r&lysed. His two compu1ions saw .an object shaped 
like a disc with a d011e on top and another under­
neath. It was 50111 away. A door opened and 3 men, 
1. 7a tall eaerged. They were wearing close fitting 
irrideecent garaents, and walked as if on skis. 
They seeaed to aake a check of the craft and the 
area, gathering saaples in a large box. The wit­
nesses saw saall portholes and a tripod landing 
gear. The craft took off after 20ains. (M400- UF6 
Nachricten, July 1960) 

704 1 Septeaber 1957 23.50 hrs 
POR'MCAWL (GLAMORGANSHIBE, WAL1i5) Two police 

officers patrolling the seafront saw a blood-red 
object with a jagged black streak across its 
centre rise out of the water on the horizon. It 
was larger than the api&rent size of the harvest 
aoon. Two 110re streaks appeared above and below 
the object, which reaained at sea level before 
taking off at fantastic speed across the Atlantic. 
(FSR .J.,6,p.9- Ch. Insp. Reginald Jones s: Trench 
II p.l03s: Round-Up p.l98z: FSR .!1,5,p.20- Janet 
Bord) 

705 7 September 1957 0215 hrs 
RUNCORN (CHESHIRE, ENGLAND) After receiving 

'telepathic messages' James Cook observed an 
object approaching, changing colour blue-white-
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blue-red-dark red . It descenrled 6m away an� under­
neath the 16m diam. craft grass was waving to and 
fro, the machine hovering a few centimetres above 
ground. Directed by a voice from inside the object 
Cook jumped onto a sort of stairway and entered 
the ship, which was illuminated by a ubiquitous 
light casting no shadows. There he changed clothes 
into a one-piece suit and helmet. He was taken to 
a '•other ship' and eventually shown the wonders 
of the planet 'Zomdic'. On the ship he met about 
20 ver tall, hermaphrodite beings, who collllllunica­
ted b,y gesture and telepathy. They wore two-piece 
suits. They had 'baby faces' although some had 
beards. Cook was away until the night of the 8th. 
As he descended from the ship he burned his hand 
on a rail; a fact commented on by his mother and 
four frienrls after he mturned home. Subsequently 
Cook established a small mediumistic cult in the 
town. (FSR !!_,4,p26- Thel.ma Roberts z: Rimmer and 
Harney- James Cook first hand :1 Keel IIb p.200) 

7o6 16 September 1957 1930 hrs 
S?-:ITHFIELD (AUSTRALIA) Les l-'acdonald (17) and 

Gladys Smith (14) saw a red light changing to green 
spread around them like a mist and covering an 
area about lOOm in diameter. The were semi-paral­
ieed and felt a warm glow. They had no fear but 
were "merely cognisant of things as they we;e, 
without being able to react". This sensation lasted 
for two minutes. (M402- Apro Bulletin, Dec. 1957) 

707 19 September 1957 1840 hrs 
POINT PLEASANT (NE:W JERSEY) A boomerang 

ahaped object 'bigger than a house' was reported 
to have landed and grass at the site flattened. 
(M403- Atic) 

708 20 September 1957 0330 hrs 
BARRINHA (SAO PAUW, BRASIL) Dr Hugo de 

Carvalho Linardi and two JllSSengers in his car 

(his brother and an agriwultural student) had just 
passed Barrinha on the way to Sao Paulo when they 
saw an object like a burning ball to their right. 
It seeaed to be falling, rut when it approaced the 
ground it rose up and C&llle towards the front right 
side of the car. It soon moved in front of the 
vehicle, keeping at a distance of c.200 11 and 50 a 
above the ground. It now seemed circular, emitting 
an intense but not blinding yellow-� l�ht. As 
it came near the car it appeared flat. Soae minutes 
later it moved ahead again and took off to the left 
so fast that the witnesses thought it had volati­
sed. After this a glow like l�htning appeared in 
the cloudless sky. (iibera III p.2.59- 0 Cruzeiro 
5 Oct 1957 - Joa.o Martins) 

-

709 26 September 1957 .)unset 
Y�LLO� FA� (�XA�) )00 people were said to 

have seen three elongated objects with a series of 
portholes, moving at ground level in an area with 
many empty oil wells. One of the objects, said to 
bee 150m long ann 20m high, pearl-colourerl, glist­
ening unrler the setting sun ann displaying a series 
of circles paint&rl on its surface, landed for 20 

minutes. An ocrupant emer�&rl, observed the ab&nrlon­
&rl rlerricks, then took off ��ain. Seen through 
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b1noculars, it lookerl like a 'monster' lm tall, 
moving with stran�e jumps. It picked something 
from the ground . ( M404 - Perego) 

710 October 1957 
!HQUELANDIA (GOIAS, BRASIL) At the Gabiroba 

farm the owners, Antonio Santinori and Sebastiao 
ne Oliviera were talling at the door of the house 
with some friends when suddenly a beam of light 
from the air nearly blinded them. They thought the 
light was coming from a plane but there was no 
noise. One of them attempted to approach the source 
a round-shaped craft, glowing very brightly, which 
was almost on the ground. As he did, the lights 
went out and the object disappeared. The beam had 
a green colour at the centre and a yellow periph­
ery. (FSR i,6,p.5- J Escobar Raria z: Round Up, 
p.205 1: 1':406) 
711 8 October 1957 1500 hrs 

NAWACA (FIJI) Near this island, SW of Vanaua 
Levu, two middle-aged couples in a punt with an 
outboard motor saw an object which they thought 
was an airoplane in trouble and went to try and 
help. As they got closer they saw it was a rotat­
ing object hovering 6m above the ocean. Standing 
on the outside of the machine was a humanoid figure 
which shone a very br�ht l�ht on the boat, lll&king 
the occupants feel dizzy and weak. As they got 
within 200m of the object the figure disappeared 
and it rose vertically and rapidly out of sight. 
The witnesses were rural Fijians who knew nothing 
of UFO lore or comic books. (M400- Vallee Ilb, 
p.lO- New lealand Herald, 21 Oct 1957 u Round Up, 
p.2o2 s: Lor IV, p.eu--
712 9 October 1957 

MARIA VILLE LAKE nr SCENEX!TADY (NEW YORK) Mrs 
rabel !eager who lives in a trailer on the Duanes­
burg - Church road near Mariaville Lake saw a 
round object descend behind a hill. After 2mins it 
re-appeared, reflecting light like aluminium. 
(FSR, !!_,J,p. J) 

713 10 October 1957 
l':A.RIA VILLE LAKE nr SCENEX!TADY (NEW YORK) The 

above witness was feeding her chickens when they 
fled in panic. She heard a whistling noise as a 
disc similar to the previous incident descended to 
within 2m of the ground. 'l'No small dark beings or 
objects emerged and hopped into a wooded area near 
the trailer. After 2m the object ascended vert­
ically, sucking up leaves, grass, dirt, etc. White 
material like liae was found covering grass in the 
disturbed area. Mrs !eager notified the police and 
two state troopers searched the woods without 
finding the beings. (M409- FSR !!_,3, p.Hi) 

714 10 October 1957 
NEAR SCHENECTADY (NEW YORK) At about the same 

time as the above report a bus driver saw two disc 
shaped machines side by side in a field. (M409-
FSR !±_,),p.iii) 

?l) 10 O.tober 1957 2000 hrs 
"QUERA COCO" nr CERES (GOIAS, BRASIL) Mr 
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' Miguel Navarrete Femandez (!mown as ' 'lhe Spaniard� 

an agent and minerologist for the Exportacao e Im­
portacao Planalto Ltda coffee company and a former 
officer in the Spanish navy ; and his companion 
Guido X, were driving 'tack to Ceres when they saw 
a brilliant light which C&lle from what appeared to 
be a huge helicopter manoevering around their 
truck. 'ftle object hovered jOIII above and ahead of 
thea, then C&lle closer. Guido lost control of the 
vehicle which ran ·off the road as its lights and 
engines failed . They were terrified as they real­
ised that the object was 14om di.am. , 4oa thick, 
and hovering 6a above ground , 4oM away froa them. 
The dazzling violet light then went out, and only 
a bright red antenna could be seen . Then a door 
opened from top to bottom , forming a kind of 
bridge "like a Convair plane" . Six slill , Slll&ll rut 
otherwise notm&l looking people emerged in the 
opening and stared silently at the terrified pair. 
A seventh then appeared . All were long haired and 
had a brilliantly glowing ' l:adge ' on their chests , 
which aade their features d ifficult to discern. 
All this tiae the witnesses felt theaselves to be 
in a sort of trance and Miguel felt the beings 
were telling hia of their peaceful intenticms , 
though no words were spoken. After 3 ainutes the 
open in« closed , the craft rose to 300. and dis­
charged a saall diac in the oppoei te direction 
froa ita approach. 'l'he truck lights and engine now 
restarted , and the couple drove to Ceres as fast 
as possible. The aaehine was described as reseab­
ling two superiapoeed saucers w1 th a .5a circle 
setara tin« thea. When the bein«s eaerp;ed they did 
ao in two colUJms of three , with the seventh in 
the centre. (Lor V, p • .J69 - Olvo Pontes a J'SR !±,,3 ,  
p.24 - uro Critical �lletin - !!2!!!!, � � .  act 
19 51 - Huunoids p. J6 - UCB etc + SBEDV Bulletins 
9 and 26-7 a: Richard Heiden - Coehlo p.  !.12 + Ribera 
III p .261 a: M410) 
716 11 October 1957 2000 hrs 

ROUIDif (J'RAKCE) Two people in a car saw "a 
dark trane}arent lal.l" c .SOca diaa., trailing app­
endages , rise froa the side of the road . (M4ll ­
E!.!l'l. ReJ!!blicaine, 12 Oct 57) 
717 1.5 October 1957 Daylight 

COVINGTOK ( IlmiAKA) faraer Houdy saw a silver 
disc which hovered over his tractor, the engine of 
which failed when the object rose. (M417) 

718 16 October 1957 0100 hrs 
SAO P'lWfSISCO DE SALI.83 (MINAS GERAIS , BRASIL) 

23 y-.r old faraer Antonio Villas Boas , who had 
earlier seen strange lights around the fa.ra, was 
ploughin« the fields in his tractor when he again 
saw a light which resolved itself into a brilliant 
egg-shaped object. It hovered .50• above hia , ill­
uainating the area as if daylight. As he sat rooted 
in terror Villas Boas saw he was facing a rather 
round• aachine full of saall purple lights , with a 
large red headlight and three metal spurs in front 
aDd ac.ething on top revolving. The object landed 

1Q-15m away and he saw the revolving thing on top 
was a cupola or round plate . He tried to drive 
away but the en8ine stalled , and as he jumped down 
a smallish being eiezed hold of him , with three 
others from behind . 'lhey carried him struggling in 
to the machine , where he found himself in a small 
square room . The polished metal walls were glowing 
from the light of many little lamps. He was led in 
to another room, where he was stripped , given a 
med ical examination , then left alone while a gas 
was released into the room . He was then joined b,y 
a slll&11,  naked , woman J with fair hair and Mongol­
oid features , with whom he had sex twice . The 
woman was then led out b,y her companions who were 
dressed in siren-suits with helmets with thick 
lenses , through which small blue eyes could be 
seen . There was a sort of badge on their uniforllB . 
Antonio then dressed ,  was shown around the craft 
noting strange hieroglyphics , and a clock whose 
hands did not move . When he tried to grad for 
this it was rapidly snatched 'tack, so that when 
he was led out of the aa.chine he had nothing to 
show for his adventure other than rashes and other 
symptoas he developed . The beings appeared to con­
verse in growls , even the woaan he had intercourse 
with. (Lor V p .61 + Hwu.noids b, p.200 - Olavo 
Fontes and Joao Martins) 
719 17 October 1957 Appx date 

BARRA DE JUCU (BRASll) A huge object report­
edly landed near here . It was seen flying low on 
the Barra-Vitoria road by several people including 
truck drivers . It emitted a green-blue light. It 
eventually departed vertically . (UFO Critical 
Bulletin , .!, 11/12 , p.6) 
720 20 October 1957 Evening 

PRAIA GRANDE (SAO PAULO , BRASIL) Five respe­
ctable Sao Pa.ulo residents who wished to remain 
anonymous saw a strange object on the ground near 
the beach. It had searchlights which illuminated 
the area . As they drove towards it, the lights 
went out, and it rapidly climbed seawards . (UFO 
Critical Bulletin , l, ll/12 , p .6) 
721 Late October 1957 2230 hrs 

OKA (QUEBEC, CANADA) Jeanne Chene (2.5) was 
cycling home when she saw a 'fuzzy ' disc like the 
reflection of a searchlight on a wall .  She was 
surprised to see tht it was suspended in mid-air. 
It was about 1 .2a diaa. rotating fast, and osc­
illating vertically between 2-4m alt. , following 
her about 1 . .5m  behind . The frightened girl tried 
unsuccessfully to outmanoevre the light. She aet 
another woaan and a group of young people who saw 
the light change into an elongated ribbon , oscil­
lating in waves , which left at tremendous speed 
towards a lake. She had seen the light for 1.5 ain 
and a total of 20 people eventually s.w it. 
(Saucers Space & Science , .56, p . l8 -- Gil�s Cote) 

As his tenth birthday contribution to 
MUFOB, Nigel Watson reveals some of the hazards 
of historical ufology . 

The 
Cigar Ship 
of 1909! 
NI  GEL 
WATSON 

As a law-abiding citizen , I now and again 
partake of the duty of looking through musty 
old newspapers in search of items of Fortean or 
ufological interest. Recently I have 
been checking on the 1909 airship sightings 
which were recorded b,y Carl Grove in his two 
p:�.rt article entitled "'lhe Airship Wave of 1909" 
(FSR,  Vol 16 , no 6 and vol 17, no 1) . 

Despite a thorough searc}f the Lincolnshire 
Chronicle for �lay and June 1909 doesn ' t  bother 
mentioning the airship scare . Both the Don­
� �  and the � �  published 
similar items , except that the Leader' s  article 
was a little more detailed and �ontained 
information on the more spectacular Caerfylli 
mountain episode and other Welsh sightings , 
(cases nos 30 and 31 in the Grove articles) 
which were barely discernible due to some fiend 
having hacked a piece out of this particular 
section. Unfortunately both papers only mention­
ed the sighting b,y PC Kettle of a powerfu.l light 
over Peterborough on 23rd March 1909 , which they 
explained as a sighting of a light with a 
Chinese lantern attached . The 'hoax ' letter 
written b,y a llajor •�yfield of Pinchbeck Road , 
Spalding ( IHTCAT no. 68) was given mention with 
some derision : 

•we really cannot take any notice of it. It 
is too ludicrous" , said Canon Bullock. Apparent­
none of theae papers received any sightings 
themselves , which was disappointing for my 
bleary eyes . 

In 1909 Britain had an Empire with a cap­
ital 'E ' , so we took a dim view of any Imperial­
istic foreigners on the horizon. Since little 
green men and saucers from Mars were not too 
well though of in 1909 , the phantom airship was 
regarded as a German Zeppelin spy-craft on a 
sinister mission • • .  Or . • •  it was regarded as a 
load of rubbish ; as seems to be the view of the 
above papers , who tended to blame the scare on 
the London press . 
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Thoughtfully , the � � of the 5th 

June decided to reassure its readership with an 
item entitled RMr Lupton on Air-Ships and Scare­
ships" . Nr Arnold wpton MP, an authority on the 
use of explosives (essential knowledge for a 
poll tician , I should imagine) was interviewed b,y 
the (London) Evening �. where he claimed that 

"If London was to be destroyed b,y bombs 
thrown from balloons it would require a fleet of 
200 ,000 Zeppelin balloons , each costing not less 
than £20 ,000 , or equal to £4 ,000 , 000,000 . 'lhey 
would also need 600 ,000 devoted aeronauts to 
throw them . " 

With such a reassuring l•:ember of Parliament 
the Bulldog Breed could sleep safely , secure in 
the !mow ledge that technology had not yet caught 
up with the problem of the aerial bombardment of 
distant targets on aa effective scale. 

There are probably many more 'airship'  
sightings to be discoveredin the local papers 
from 1909 and 1913 (from preliminary findings 
there was more coverage of the 1913 scare) and 
such research is liable to reveal more usetul 
information than that obtained by skywatches and 
the like . 

The Caerfylli Mountain incident which in­
volved Mr Lethbridge seeing a tubular object 
w1 th foreign speaking men next to it caused the 
biggest sensation in the press of the period , 
and was subjected to scepticism and laughter 
from the journalistic fraternity. Typically , 
� jumped at the opportunity given b,y this 
encounter, and the Lincoln Leader of the 29th 
May quoted , in its � tiie'"'ieek" column , the 
following lampoon : 

'1liE EVEHIVBERE SHIP 
Latest Report 

Harpenden - A suspicious looking foreigner was 

seen here yesterday on the couon. A watch was 
kept on him , and he was seen after dark in an un­
frequented spot to be blsy with a cigar-shaped 
looking object which had a brilliantly coloured 
band round the middle. Every now and then a light 
would appear at the end of the object and almost 
immediately to go out, to the accompaniment of 
gutteral expletives in a foreign tongue . The 
object is of a brownish colour, and seems to 
require constant attention from its owner . Three 
dozen wooden matches and a box with foreign words 
on it were found near the spot where the stranger 
was observed at work on the instrument described 
above , and it is though that he was engaged in 
making strenuous efforts to get it going. Intense 
excitement prevails . La tar - The coloured band 
referred to (which also has foreign words on it) 
has just been found and forwarded to the Board of 
Trad e.  

In the next issue of NUFOB we shall be looking 
at further aspects of the 1909 and 1913 airehip 
scares , and their treatment in the media.  
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In the twelve years that i.UFOE and its pre­
decessor t-:UFORG Bulletin have been published 
we have witnessed the extraordinary growth of 
the 'Ancient Astronaut ' cult . Although only 
peripherally related to ufology , it is the 
aspect of our study that has had pro l::a bly the 
greatest med ia coverage in that period . Here 
�oger Sandell looks at some recent manifestat­
ions of the genre 

CHALLENGING 
THE CHARIOTS 

ROGER SANDELL 

The omens for the Horizon programme on von 
Daniken (see MUFOB, new --;err; ) were mixed . It 
was heralded by a l&rgely uncritical interview in 
Radio Times . Ia it we were told that von Daniken 
'I8"&"" s� interpreter of Egyption hieroglyphics 
(a claiM I have never heard before and know of no 
evidence to support) and treated to von Daniken ' s  
account of how he had discovered in a museum an 
ancient llaya artifact resembling a jet plane . In 
fact he is far aore likely to have d iscovered it 
in the frontispiece of Ivan Sanderson's Invisible 
Residents , where it is featured pr011inently . 

However in the event the producer Gerald 
Tho.as (previowsl1 known for an Horizon progr&IUle 
deaolishing the Beraud& Triangle ayth) provided 
a comprehensive expose of von Daniken ' s  shoddy 
ed ifice of speculation , inaccuracy and fraud , 
which 11uat have reached JI&D1 who have not seen 
an1 of the laooka written in reply to von Daniken. 
One by one his priae exhi bi tswere examined and 
seen to collapee as soon as they were sul:ai tted 
to critical �ais . The Palanque "astronaut• 
waa shown in a clear and convincing visual expo-
si tion to be coaposed of theaes and iu.ges couon 
in Mayan art. 'lhe wa1 in which ancient structures 
were blil t without advanced &n«ineering techniques 
were clearly docuaented. , and a fascinating filii 
showed present day Easter Islanders transporting 
and ra ising a giant statue , using aethods identical 
to those of their ancestors . The Carbera inscript­
ions (accord ing to Von D. ancient stones from South 
Aaerica showing reaarkable technology) were shown 
by geological analysis , and the testiaony of one 
of the artists responsible , to be merely 111odern 
tourist souvenirs ! 

A particul&rly interesting aspect of the 
programme was that the experts who refuted von 
Daniken ' s  claims were not the �stablishment arch­
aeologists • so often attacked by fringe theorists . 
Instead they were figures like Thor Heyerdahl and 
Maria (Nazca Lines) Reiche , whose ideas are often 
unorthodox , and cannot be dismissed o.s ' closed­
mindelt' . 

In spite of the programmes 90 minute length 
several important points were left uncovered for 
reasons of time . Thus von Daniken ' s  complete 
ignorance of historical chronology was missed . 
Even if some of his �vidence ' was unexplainable it 
would have little to do with prehistoric spacemen . 
For instance the Palenq ue carving and the Ea.s ter 
Island statues date from 500 and 1500 AD respecti­
vely. Von Daniken ' s  claim to be the originator of 
the Ancient Astronaut theory also went unchallenged 
with no attempt to trace it l::ack to the UFO books 
of the 50 ' s ,  or even earlier to Lovecraft and Fort . 

However these shortcomings were more than 
made up for by Von D ' s  own presence on the 
programme .  He adopted his favourite technique , 
familiar to thoee who have attended his lectures 
or read the famous Playboy interview , of at once 
retreating from any statement on which he is 
challenged . Notably he conceded that he himself 
had never seen the great South American cave 
system , a personal visit to which was described 
so graphically in Gold 2f .!h!, Q2:!!_. He gave a 
cuious justification by stating that in Germany 
semi-fictional statements were considered as 
acceptable in the type of book he wrote. Although 
such a frank eatimate of his own work is welcome , 
it still does not explain why on past occa&ions 
he has brandished alleged affadavits said to 
testify that he � visited the caves . 

One can onl1 hope that not only will this 
matter leave its impressions on all von Daniken ' s  
readers , bu t  that in future his British rublishers 
will show tllt their standards are different to 
those alleged to prevail in Germany . 

The Horizon team are to be congratulated on 
bringing a much needed touch of sanity to a 
subject on which so much inaccurate information 
has been puaded befae the public and has been 
generally accepted . The need for this task is 
well demonstrated by three recent books on the 
subject. The first, 12!!. � !!.2!!, � smce , 
is eaS[y dismissed . It is quite worthless ,  and a 
disgrace to the publishers . Its thesis appears to 
be that Yahweh , the God of the Old Testament was 
an alien superscientist who had bred the Jews as 
part of a genetic experiment.  With the return of 
the Jews to the Holy land the experiment is , it 
seems , complete and some time in the near future 
Yahweh plans to return to evacuate the Jews into 
space and destroy the rest of humanity. The Pope 
and some Zionist leaders are apparently partially 
aware of this) . 

Needless to say, nothing remotely approaching 
evidence is given for this whole fantasy. Although 
the author denies being anti-semitic , the resembl­
ance to the Mediaeval stereotype of the Jew as the 
agent of Satan and enemy of humanity is an eloqu­
ent testimony of the ability of forgotten myths to 
drape themselves in the clothing of ufology. 

The second book, � � smcemen Throughout 
History, is mercifully different.  Its author, W R 
Drake , as long time FSR readers will know , was 
propounding ancient astronaut theories some time 
before Daniken . Although he lacks the latter 's  
financial acument and talent for self-publicity ,  
he does appear to have a genuinely wide range of 

knowledge of mythology and historical records to 
tack up his ideas . Thus his book contains several 
quite interesting historical records of events 
similar to modern UFO reports . However, his 
interpretation of myths as evidence for UFOs is 
frequently very strained , as when he tries to 
interpret Odin ' s  broarl-brilllmed hat as a UFO. 
Worse still , like many Ancient Astronaut writers 
he seems to consider one source as good as another 
and makes no attempt to assess the reliability of 
the works from which he quotes Thus genuine 
ancient records are 111ixed up with aanifest hoaxes 
such as Madame Blavatsk;y ' s  � 2f. Dyzan, and 
Churchward ' s  Lemuria books Drake even makes one 
quite extraordinary historical blunder . Describing 
King Belinus , a mythical pre-R011an British 111onarch 
he states that he "built a great tower by the 
Thames now known as the Monument•• ! (For the 
benefit of non-Bri tish readers it should be 
explained that, as is well known to British school 
children , the Monwaent was wilt to COII!IIemorate 
the Great Fire of London in 1666) 

The third recent book 'lbe Twelth Planet by 
zechariah Sitchin does what few�n�onaut 
books do,  and attempts to place geographically and 
historically one unique extraterrestrial inter­
vention in human affairs , rather than merely 
parade ' mysteries ' drawn from different places and 
areas . His chosen example is ancient Sumeria , 
which in a chapter heading he describes as "the 
sudden civilisation" . This is a comaon error of 
such writers who are fond of stating that ancient 
civilisations suddenly appeared fr0111 nowhere. The 
fact is that the primitive beginings of civilisa­
tion tend not to leave archaological traces , with 
the result that more advanced eras are often the 
earliest evidence we posess To take a modern an­
alQSJ: if a future civilisation attempted to re­
construct the history of 20th century aviation on 
the blsis of archaological relics they might con­
clude that it suddenly sprang into existence in 
the 1920s or )Os complete with metal aircraft, 
elaborate airports , etc . 'lbe earlier craft of 
wood and canvas , not to mention a whole century of 
designs that never left the �wing board or just 
crashed on landing , would have left little trace. 

Sitchin ' s  knowledge of the ancient Middle 
East is clearly considerable and he draws upon a 
wide variety of art and mythology to aaate a very 
detailed reconstruction of a contact between Earth 
and the inhabitants of a planet between Mars and 
Jupiter destroyed in & cosmic catastrophe . However 
the problem with the interpretation of pictures is 
that it is inevitably a very subjective process . 
More so when one is dealing w1 th the products of a 
remote culture. As an example of this one aight 
consider that if the events of lo66 were not so 
well documented , the Bayeux Th.pestry could be 
taken as evidence for ancient a•tronauts 'lbe de-

'piction of Rally ' s  Comet which appeared that year 
would become a UFO, and the Nonans in chaillll&il 
could be interpreted as space11en . Similarly , myth­
ology lays itself open to many contradictory 
interpretations For instance , Sitchin ' s  hypo­
thetical planet comes from the argument that the 
Sumerians spoke of twelve heavenly bodies in the 
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solar system . We are told they must have known of 
the Sun , Moon , all nine planet8 ,  and one now d is­
appeared member of the system . Alternately, one 
might postulate that as the SUlllerians originated 
astrology, and since astrologers believe that each 
sign of the Zodiac is ruled by a aeaber of the 
Solar System , tley would assume that as there were 
twelve signs , there must also be twelve me11bers . 

It is now twelve years since the publication 
of Chariots of !h!_ � began the Ancient Astro­
naut cult. In that tbe it has beco.e problbl.y the 
largest pseudo scientific moveaent of modern 
times . Its extraordinary growth seeu to be based 
on three factors (apart fr011 the charlatanry of 
its origin& tor and s011e of his iai ta tors) : 

1. '!be willingness of large sections of the 
public to believe anything the1 read in 
print, particularl1 in book-fon . 

a .  The willingness of major publishers to 
print books containing demostrable in­
accuracies and in s011e cases deliberate 
lies . 

) .  'lbe isolation fr011 the general p!blic of 
large sections of the intellectual and 
scientific establishment , few of whoa have 
made any a tte11pt to explain to a general 
audience where Daniken and eo are wrong . 

All of these phenomena are disturbing ones , and 
their implications for our society reach far 
beyond ufology. 

Coa.tinud frail N• 6. 
4.  Bentoa. Jaaieon, 'Scae Propoeal.e a ModMt, :r.­

aod .. t am �be r.mdable ', !m.!m.t 12Z2· 
5· Ron v .. t.rwt . 'lnowiJC A boat UJ'Oa ' ,  MIJJ'OB 

na .s am 6. (Winter 19?6, SJXrin« 1977) 
6. J Allen �ek, lh!, � !ll!! 1!!J!!.E1· 
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of so.e reports of UJ'Oa l:aeed on shape ud 
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16 
Continued :t'roll page 8 
occaeional visits to the then - surviving MUFORG 
only served to reinforce this impression. Here 
they had a chairaan , secretary, constitution , 
ainutes - the works . they just never actually 
did anything � 

Expressing views like this in our pages , 
and also daring to doubt the Eni, which still 
held the groups in thrall , MUFOB developed its 
reputation as ' c111ie&l ' and 'negative ' .  

Our quite aodeet COilllents often produced 
so.e uazing� vi tupera tiYe letters , attacking 
our alleged excesses in the aoet moderate 
l.an8uage ! 

. . 

One we U..ure, fr011 Arthur ShutUewood , 
accused us of •scurrilous attacka on peraon&l 
character &Dd integrity . . . out w1 th the scalping 
hatchets &Dd carrlng knives to cripple thoee 
whoee views are a ore valid , senei ble and fair 
than your own ,  which are st:raDgled in a one­
sided web of ignorance . •  (A one-aided web?!' 
He continued : "Vb7 ahoald we suffer the short­
sighted , viaionlese, prejudiced &Dd self­
inflated pontificating of three etick-in-the-aud 
ecribee . • •  a trio whoee po.poua and pedantic 
Jil.:raaeology is boring and lifeless . .  • Why do 
they persist in bedevilling instead of aiding 
the UJ'O cause in credibility? Ve know , ot course , 
rut are too polite &Dd genUeu.n� to speak eo 
blan� &Dd crude� . ·  

· 

Jl'tlrther on we are described as an •acid 
tongued and one-track-11inded ainori ty group• , 
•freata• , •thoee people fro. the !forth who are 
blind to zw.liv- , •disbelieving MtJ1I'OB MOBetera 
&Dd are accused of wr1 ting ttworde crawling onr 
your Bulletin llke aialees spiders ' lege• . 

Perbl.� eurpriaing�, be conclzee hie 
letter •-.r�t 87 words, uttered without aalice • • •  

Yours not unkind�, Artlmr Shuttlnood . •  Howner, not all oar readers we e o  critical : 
Cb&rlee Bowen called ua •Lin� . . .  always a 
pl-..ure to read• , GarJ Lasley described us as 
•a lot of tan! • John Keel hae eno threatened to 
kidDap ua with b1a corps at Oriental-looting 
&idee , as we are •desperate� needed on this aide 
of the B1« Pcmd• . 

ftret as a correapc:mdent, tlen joining in oar 

recuJ,&r aeetinp, Peter Rogereon becaae a regular 
contril:utor to the Balletin, � a � 
creatin approach to the pbenoaenon . APLrt frcla 
hie articlee , which ban explored the nrr liai ta 
of ufoles7, h1a aonaaental Drl'CAT project, now 
IJ7Ddicated in a m111ber of cwereeae aagasines , is 
Clle of the •Jar reference tools anilable to 
the epecial1et. 

A criaia struck JIIUP'OB in 19�. John Harney 
had been increasing� invobed in local coiiiiUDi ty 
activities , l•rln« h1a leu tiae to edit MUFOB . 
At the end of '7J I had aarried and acwed to the 
London area. Two rather deaultorr issues caae 
out in 19�, then the Great Hiatus . Eventual�, 
by one of thoee kind a trokee of fate, John 
hiaselt got a job in Looion .  Here we began to 
aeet regular� again, and were joined by Roger 
S&ndell, who had contributed occasional pieces 

to the ol4 MUFOB . the re-launching of MUFOB was 
now a possibility , but it bee&me ap�&r&nt that 
it was now necessary , as a result of increased 
printing and postage coats , to try and operate 
it on a seai-co .. ercial basis , rather than just 
sending the• out free or on exchange as we had 
been doing. this gave us the opportunity to have 
the Bulletin coapletely litho-printed in its 
present foraat .  

S o  you have the storr t o  date . Our ' organ­
ieation ' is still as inforu.l as ever. Our 
'EHitorial Meetings ' are still held in pube (in 
RicbaoJil OD 'lbutee now) , aPLrt froa editorlal 
pbooe-calle with Peter Rogereon in Manchester 
which help to keep the Post Office in surplus . 
And , I think , we have l&sted as long or longer, 
than aany of those who told us that it needed a 
' proper organisation '  to run a magazine . 

We th1nit we ' ll outlast a few aore proper 
organisations in the years to colla! 

notes 
and quotes 
'!he fourth Northern UJ'O lfetworlt conference 

is being held in Scunthorpe on Saturday , 24th 
June . Organised by SUJ'ORS , the Scunthorpe UJ'O 
Research Society , it will be staged in the tOWil ' s  
J'il.ll theatre , starting at 10 . 00 pa .  

there will be tal1al by Jenny Handles and 
John HiDd . Roger Sandell will be speaking on 
the origins of UJ'O cul tisa , and there will be a 
special tape presentation froa John Biaaer 
called •a your New Ufologr reall7 neccesear,y?-

A special attraction in the evening at 
7. JO PI. will be a fila and chat show by BBC 
fila cri tic and presenter Philip Jenkinson on 
science fiction aoviea . 

A ticket for the tu1l day will be £1 .5Q,  
or 60p pe r  session (aorning, afternooa or eve­
ning) . For further detaile or bookings , write 
to Nigel Vatson , 1 Angerstein Road , Scunthorpe , 
South Huaberaide . Make cheques or poetal orders 
p.yable to Nigel Vatson. 

Part of the references to the final entry 
in the last section of IMTCAT was inadvertently 
011itted frOII the listing in MU10B 9. the full 
references to case no. 682 should read :  

(Michel IIb, p. 2ll - Aiae Michell + 
� 21 - Marc thirouin n MJ94 - above + 
�-� • .YJ!!tl!, � �. 12 May 57) 

Another change of address for Fortean 
.!!!!!.! - it is now the sue as the sF"'B'OO'kshop 
"Dark they Were" , at 9-12 St Anne Court, London Wl. 

The Jeanne Dixon prize for unfulfilled 
prophesy goes to this extract from MUFOB ne 4 
(Autwm 1976) : 

•A new film . . .  entitled •close Encounters 
of the Third Kind• , (although I can see 
that ti Ue being changed before release­
Ed . )  . . . • 

A prize of £1 , 000 ,000 st.rling is being 
offered by the aakera of cutty Sark whisky to 
the first person to present to the Science 
MuseUII , Lon:ion, an actual UFO . Before you all 
rush , I must point out that the evidence has to 
be accept& ble to the experts at the Museua. 

Just to uke the c011petition rather 1110re 
exciting we shall give the successfUl entrant, 
absolutely free , ·One whole year ' s  subscription 
to MUFOB ! Can ' t  say fairer than that. 

book revie s 
HOLROYD , Stuart. � .!2, .!::!!! !ADding .2!!. 

� !E!:!!.· V H Allen, £6. 95. 

this is a sad book, chroaicling the very 
Uaite of hwnan credulity and gullibility. 

It is large� the account of a series of 
trance-state ' cOilllunica tions ' with alleged 
representatives of a galactic ciWUisation. 'lbe 
principle figures in the events are Andrij& 
Pubarich, the foraer associate of Uri Geller, 
PhJllie Schle-er, the psychic channel for the 
aeesagee , and Sir John Vhi taore , an Old Etonian 
and foner Sandhuret cadet. 

Brought together at Oesining, a fara­
co.mme in New York State sponsored by Puharich, 
they begin to receive aeaaagee froa an entity 
identif.ying itself as 'Toa ' .  '!'here is nothing in 
the book to suggest that these are anything 
other than projections froa �llie 'e unconeiows 
aind . Holroyd atteapts to make out a case to 
prove that inforu.tion in the aesaagee could not 
be known to Phyllia , &Dd auat coae froa aoae 
outside source . He is less than convincing , the 
aesaages are the usual collection of ngue 
pseudo-science and mg-bag philoao�, that is 
cOIIIlon to contacteea , autoaatic writing, etc . 
In fact he seeas iapressed that the aessages are 
similar to other 'esoteric ' revelatione ,  conclud· 
ing that this is evidence of their external 
objectivitn rather than realising that all 
these messages are based on the saae collection 
of subconscious illagery and archtypea . 

Even so, s011e of the messa«es are eo auch 
a projection of �!lis 's personal attitudes 
and morality that it is difficult to overlook. 
At one point Puharich brings a girl-friend into 
the ' seances ' .  1h1s obviusl.y offends Phyllis\l 
11iddle-class , middle Allerican morality . '!be 
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In our 1as t issue we asked readers to send 
us lists of their ten best or aost influential 
UFO books . (we were well aware of the aa bigui ty 
inherent in that question) . What we suspected 
aight happen, did in fact happen . the general 
paucity of good UFO literature was reflected in 
the fact that nearly all the lists received were 
selected froa the same dozen or so books . It was 
impoesible to decide whose list was nearest to 
the majority vote , they were all nearly the S&lle !  
Here then is the MUFOB Readers Ten Best UFO books 
of the past ten years : ( in no particular order} 
Passport to Magooia (Vallee) 1 Invisible College 
(Vallee) ; The Unidentified (llark & Colesan} ; 
Operation Trojan Horse (Keel) ; UFO Experience 
(Hynek) ; Humanoids (Bowen} ; The Condon Report; 
Phenoaena (Michel & Rickard) 1 Mothaan Prophes­
ies (Keel) ; no clear choice for tenth place . 

girl is denounced by Toll as a disruptive influ­
ence, and she has to go. Any cri ticisa of the 
role that Phyllie plays in this li tUe draa is 
at once SJI&cked own in iaperiows toaes by Toll . 

'lbe other two aa,y be doubtera , negative influ­
ences or whatever, but �ills can do no wrong . 

But the aoet reaarkable , and the eaddeet 
aspect of the whole affair is the painftl.ly 
literal way that PhJllis 's  aea� are inter­
preted . Ve are therefore entertained by a vivid 
description of tripe acroee Europe aad the 
Middle East , on a aission of aedit&tiCil to trr 
and prevent the outbreak of another Arab-Israeli 
war. We are presented with a picture of a once 
reputable scientist standing in the Red Sea , 
halfway between Egypt aad Israel so that the 
pe�hic energies will be conducted through the 
water froa hie feet, equally to both countries . 
In the tradition of the A therius Society , they 
point out that there was no war after their 
visit, so they aust have succeeded. 

I said the book was sad 1 we are shown a 
group of people who have total� retreated fro. 
reason and a coherent view of the world . Adulta 
who have thrown themselves into a child-llte 
depeDCience on the whias of. a ' superior' being. 
there is  nothing novel in this 1 it ia the plight 
of the acolyte in any esoteric cult. It is just 
rather shocldng to find intelligent people who 
are able to describe their thralldoa is such a 
li te:ra te aanner. 

It •Y now eau :rather contradictory if I 
now say that I strong� recOUBDd this book . It 
is certainly well-written. Holra,d has a good 
style and is not as total� taken in by 'l'oa ' s ' 
antics as the subjects of his book, rut he still 
views it in entire� literal tens . But the book 
has great value as a warning of how far the 
retreat froa reason can go , once the aind 'a 
critical a bill ties are dulled by wishful think­
ing , or the coaplexi ties of personal relation 
ships . Read it and think: ' Could it happen to ae? '  

(JR) 
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SOME RECENT 
PAPERBACKS 

REVIEWED Bl JOHK RIMMER 

'llle pLperl:a.ck publishers have been busy 
since the release of Close Encounters ("the film 
that has done for serious ufology what Jaws did 
for scuba diving" is one comment we have-heard) , 
and the books noted here are only a small selec­
tion of the output. Sphere outdid everyone with 
a release of no less than eleven titles in one 
go,  mainly reprints .  

When discussing our subject with laymen , we 
have often felt the need for a book giving an 
all-round view of the subject , requiring no 
prior knowledge , and written without too many 
prejudices showing . With UFOs ; a scientific 
�. D A J Seargent has gone-a long way to 
satisfying this need . It begins with a brief 
look at the history of the subject which does 
not waste tiae on the sort of dubious reports 
that pad out the historical sections of too IIWlY 
other books ;  then goes on to examine the present 
day ll&llifestatiorus of the :Phenomenon , including 
a quick trip round the hypotheses and a look at 

SCHOLKS , Robert, ud RABKDf , l:ric S .  
Science Fictian : History, Scienct., !!!129.· 
Oxtol.'d Uni nrei tr Press , 1971. £ 1. 50 , 
(�aperl».ck) 

All extreaelJ Y&luable and thought prOYoking 
introductian to science fiction criticiea . 
Science fiction can be sHn as the 'high art' 
fora of the saae eets of illpulaea , which also 
generate the ufological folklore . More than �  
other art fora , it 1e the vehicle far the 
search for new Qthologiea . 

After reading this book I aa defini tel.y 
going to read aore science fiction. (PB) 

ASHE , Geoffrey . � � �· l'lacmillan 
197?. £4 . 95 
In the first pLrt of this book, Ashe devel­

opes the idea that the mystic significance of the 
number seven derives , through diffusion ,  from 
shamanistic beliefs about the constellation Ursa 
Najor,  and i ts  relation to the mythology of the 
world ' s  axis . In Ashe ' s  view these beliefs con­
stituted a first ' coherent cosmology ' ,  a true 
ancient wisdom . 

-

the contactee cults . At the end the author seems 
to be leaning towards a papranormal/new ufolo­
gies viewpoint put forward in a way that is 
read ily understandable by non-UFO-buffs . Despite 
its sometimes awkward literary style , and lack 
of index and acknowledgements (were they in the 
Australian original � this is an invaluable book 
impressive in its straightforwardness . 

1h!:. Hynek !!EQ Report does not take us much 
further than the same author 's  QEQ Experience , 
and totally ignores the avenues opened up in 
Hynek and Vallee 's  llige of Reality. Report d eals 
mainly with Hynek ' s  experiences as consultant to 
the USAF investigations , and ia full of cover­
ups , CIA involvement and an elaborate justific­
ation of Hynel 's  own role in the official inves­
tigations . �any of the cases d iscussed are based 
on Blue Book files and will already be familiar 
to the seasoned ufologist.  However, that is 
manifestly a21 who the present volume is aimed 
at. 

In his latest book Situation Red : the UFO 
�. Leonard Stringfield emerges ""'iS the c'O;la­
canth of ufology , a living fossil unchanged b,y 
25 years of evolution .  Despite a chapter on the 
' Fringe Cases • , which is presented with an air 
of bafflement ,  we are back in the lays of Keyhoe 
and cover-up, crashed saucers ( this one dates 
from 1973) and telephone convesations with tight 
lipped , ashen faces government agents . One for 
nostalgia fanciers only . 

So far so good . It is when Ashe suggests 
that the �iongolian paradise � Sha.llballa, the 
' Northern land of the Blessed • ,  was a real geo­
graphical location and the continuing source of 
ancient wisdom , that doubts enter. This seems 
improbable . The name of Shamballa and its host 
of legends pouts to a· land of the dead , a 
terrestial paradise like Tir na n ' Og ,  the Celtic 
land of youth . As European powers began to 
shatter trad itional Mongolian society , Sha.ml:Blla 
became the focue of a millenarian cult, centred 
round & ' hidden king ' who would establish a uni­
versal paradise . 

What makes this book worthy of review here 
is Ashe ' s  reference to the Siberian meteorite 
and Nicholas Roerich ' s  1927 UFO experience which 
is regarded as � prototype UFO sighting. As he 
seems to agree with Scott Rogo that UFOs are 
projected thought forms , quoting Tibetan ideas 
about TUlpas ; the only evidence for which seems 
to be the travellers tales of Erne Alexandra 
David-Neel .  The whole TUlpa story reads like a 
parable on the ambiguity of human creativity. 

Even if I could not agree with all Ashe 
says his treatment of the subject is much pre­
ferable to that of Andrew Tomas . (PR) 

Another contribution to the movie-inspired 
beanfeast is Close £ncounters ; � strange � 
about UFOs , by Alan West and David Jefferis . 
�bly the first of the hasty scissor-and­
paste jobs we can expect in the next few months , 
this volume is remarkable only for the total 
lack of any original material , and the 
of r.uFOB on page 39 (without acknowledgements) . 
As an introduction for the curious newcomer this 
cannot be recommended , and the Seargent , at less 
than half the price , is an infinitely better bet. 

We are pleased to see that Ronald Story 's 
� � Revealed is  now out in  paperback from 
New English Library . The hard back was reviewed 
in MUFOB 7, so we shall just add that at a more 

. popJlar price we hope this book will get the 
circulation it deserves . as an effective 
antidote to the sloppy thinking and sheer fraud 
that mark the Ancient Astronaut brigade . 

SEARGENT, D A J .  UFOs ; a scientific enigma . 
Sphere (paperbackr-75P· 1978. 

HYNEK, J Allen. � � UFO �· Sphere , 
1978. 95P· 

STRINGFIELD, Leonard H. Situation Red : the UFO 
Siege . Sphere , 1978. 95P· 

- - -

WEST, Alan , and David JEFF.i!!RIS . Close Encounters 
� strange � � UFOs . Arrow , £1 . 75 
pi. per back. 

STORY , Ronald . � � Revealed . New English 
Library , 8fp • 

BRIGGS , Katherine . A Dictionary of �· 
Penguin , 1977. £1 . 50 
An excellent introduction to the folklore 

of Britain by one of our leading folklorists. A 
fair proportion of the stories display the same 
quality of ' otherness ' that characterises mod­
ern UFO stories . Some of them , such as "Elidor 
and the Golden Ball" are almost identical to 
modern contact stories . The humourous and tragic 
lie side by side in the chronicles of human 
imagination . Recommended . (PR) 
BOURRET, Jean-claude.  1l:!! � in � Universe; 

� i:.2l! � !!.21 � told � � 
saucers . Translated b.Y Gordon Creighton . 
Spearman , 1977. £4 .25.  
Based on a series of broadcasts on the French 

radio channel France-Inter in January to �larch, 
1974 , the main body of this book provides an ex­
cellent introduction to the UFO problem . Of part­
icular interest are the first-hand accounts of 
occupant reports and other close encounters , in­
clud ing a new stud y of the Valensole affair , and 
an extraord inary case in which " the whole of 
na ture seemed frozen" in the presence of a robot-
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like UFO entity .  

Th e  opinions of the ' experts ' consulted are 
the sort of statements that one expects , and mos t 
seemed biased towarn s some kind of �TH. The much 
vaunted statement of the French Defence hinis ter 
is the sort of cagey statement one might expect 
a politician to make , taking care not to offend 
any voters who happen to be UFO percipients . 

It should have been possible to recommend 
this book as an excellent introduction to the 
subject,  which the main text is . However ,  in all 
honesty one cannot , solely because of a most 
curious ( to be polite) introduction by Gordon 
Creighton , which hints of various dark conspir­
acies . All of this can be taken in stride by the 
seasoned ufologist,  but it is likely to make a 
most unfortunate impression on the critical 
reader. Bourret has compiled two later books . It 
would be nice to see them published in English , 
preferably without more such introductions ! ( PR) 

STEIGER, Brad . � of Aquarius , � � !h! 
transformation of !!a· W H Allen , 1977 . £5. 95 
Most of � of AQuariue is devoted to inter­

views and statements froa & nUIIber of individuals 
who believe that a 'new age ' acc011panied by 
diverse glol:Bl catastrophes is imllinent. Steiger 
seems to agree with thea , seeing UFOs as mythic 
syabols which will effect a profound change in 
human consciousness . Both Steiger and aanr of 
those he quotes see a to be influenced by the 
Jesuit priest Teilbard de Chardin who saw huaanity 
evolving into a collective superconscious �t the 
"end of history• . It is fairly certain that UFO 
beliefs do constitute a living mythology for a 
significant minoritr of the Aaerican population ,  
bu t  the influence of the various cults cited by 
Steiger strikes ae as being ainiaa.l. Far aore 
important in this regard are the much aore dramatic 
and ' simple ' beliefs of the Ancient Astronaut cult.  

Many of the cults discussed b,y Steiger are 
led by women, an indication that even in these 
liberated times , women who possess a low social 
status can gain status by becoaing the mouthpiece 
of the divine ; a phenomenon which holds true for 
many tribal spirit cults , the position of woaen in 
fringe religious bodies in European history , and 
the predominance of women mediums . 

The resultant cults are millenarian cults of 
the ' saving remnant ' variety . 'llley hold that the 
present world order is doomed and that the cult 
members constitute a remnant who alone will be 
saved . Not surprisingly the members of the 
' saving remnant '  often seek to abandon their ties 
with the wider community .  Steiger asks "why anyone 
would abandon family and community to spread the 
UFO gospel?" Clearly for the same reason that they 
abandon them to preach the gospel of Bible funda­
mentalism , Hare Krishna or the Workers ' Revolution . 
.Terome Clark has pointed out that many people , in 
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a society where values are confused are seeking 
the ul till& te freedom - freedom from freedom i tself . 
They seek authoritarian, exclus ionist cults which 
can provide pre-packaged answers to all life ' s  
problems . 

A great many contactees claim to receive 
aesaages from Venus or a "planet like unto Venus" . 
As evening and morning star Venus has often been 
regarded aa the guardian of the boundary between 
night and day, and so between the conscious and 
the unconscious . It appears to be froa this 
shodowy :agion that the contactees get their 
aesaagee. 

· 

'nle 'New Age ' move11ent rose in response to 
growing alielllt.ion froa Aaerican society in the 
years of the Vietnaa war, the failure of attempts 
at political change on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain, and the subsequent disillusionment with 
existing political syete11s . 'nle switch of the 
undngrou.nd froa poll tical to to spiritual rev­
olution began at this point . Post-depression 
occultism has again switched from opposition to 
the capitalist syetea bLcll to traditional "aind­
training" systeas to allow one to coapete aore 
successfully in the capitalist rat race . Steiger 
hardly touches on these coaplexi ties . One would 
never gueaes U..t aany of his ' Hew Age ' aythe 
besan with the hippies in the aid '6os . 

'nle ayth of the Hew .\8& has been a d01tinant 
force in all historical societies . It is the 
desire to end aan ' s  historical condition, to bring 
history ' to a cloee ' and to ue�r in the poet.-
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historical epoch , whether it be the Christian 
New Jerusalem or the Marxist classless society .  
Steiger i s  incorrect i n  thinking tha t  current 
Hew Age beliefs are in any way special . 

Chapters 1 - 4 contain some interesting 
comments on the symbolisa of UFOs and religious 
visions. A list of the characteristics of the 
latter compiled by Revd . B W Palmer show a striking 
reseablance to UFO visions . Steiger sees the growth 
of apparitions of the BVM as evidence of the growth 
of the female archetype of the Great Mother in the 
collective unconscious . 

Many of the experiences of the 'Star Maidens ' 
in chapar 7 seem to suggest something of tbe alien­
ation certain people feel in our society. Many 
children believe that their parents are not their 
' real' parents . Tradi tionaly the ' real ' parents 
are thought of as kings and queens , for some 
people now they are s�»oce people. It is hardly 
surprising that adopted children should be prone 
to such fantasies . S011e of the accounts seem to be 
a ore in the province of clinical peychia try than 
ufology. 

The book is illustrated by Hal Crawford ' s  
drawings o f  huaanoids , and dubious photographs 
with doubtful relevance to the text. At one point 
Steiger writes & "If one can find grains of truth 
in this llurk;r swirl of aetapnysical sand and ail t• 
then benefit aigbt result. 'Dlis just about sums up 
the book .  Much •terial of potential interest is 
presented , but Steiger eaerges aa far too involved 
and uncritical a presenter for the task . 


